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1* In XKQT estlDmtion^ land distribution in Hungary has been a failure 
because the proletariat and other landless groups, who in the early 
stages after World War II clamored for an equitable distribution of 
landp now refuse in most cases to~work it diligently* From 1945 to 
194^3 bhe Hungarian Goverimient | 

I surveyed all lands which were to be 

distributed among the people* This land which was held by the peasantry 
(members of the Land Holders Party) had for many years prior to World 
War II been a consistent agricultural producer for Hungary* ^Sycli idln g 
the Hortobagy Steppe west of Debrecen which is a pastoral regioi^^ 

- - o y surveyed 20 villages in addition 

to the immediate environ^ of Debrecen, [ I 


, I (The Land Holders Party in years prior to Gomunist 

control always obtained a large portion of the votes cast each year.) 
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2. When land distribution was first proposed by the New Hungarian State 
even prior to actual Communist control^ the Land Holders Party opposed 
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such distribution for a number of reasons g 

ao HaturalUgr the lands which tliey owned and cultivated were their own 
and were, of course^ private property They did not desire to lose 
what they felt was rightfully theirs through either perpetuation or 
prior purchase « 


b. 


Ce 


They were aware that the movement for this distribution was begun by 
the sO”Calledi ^oletariat (landless people) who desired to obtain, at 
no cost^ something to which the proletariat had not earned the right. 


, I cxamor for land distribution lay much deeper than the 

expressions of the proletariat, | who 

cl^ored loudest^ a nimiber of disciplined Communistsa were in reality 
acting mder orders from Moscow, 

d. It TOs felt by members ! ' I that this land reform was the 

primary target of the kiviet Union in the full realization. that 
thexT strongest opposition wo\ad come from the land holders of 
Hungary who were definitely opposed to the Cotoaunist social and 

• economic order. They realized that under ' the gtiise of land ref orm. 

on the eventual dissipation of the strength 
of the Land Hp^lders Party, During the entire period of j 
.1- — ^-^^VQ ying the lands held by the old Hungarian land owner d 
I [ engaged in conversations with many of them. They, without 

exception^ were definitely opposed to distribution and, in particular » 
opposed to Gommuniiam and the USSR^ : 


3. important' ltem\ ^ |. relative to any future 

develop^nte ^ Hu^ary which* might lead to resistance Communism 

should be suoh that full co nsideratien > be- give n to, the worth of the old- 

i ^ .neasanfas and farmar, are 

the backbone of opposition to Communism in Hungary, | Enlace, leas 

ei^sis^ upon the potential lvalue , of the city dwellers aad the ao^oalled 
^oletarlat for to them the slgnlfioande of a free way of life and a sense 
M values does not have the setje eonnotatlon as it does to the old land 

la In reality haW^ suffered far more,, (that 

isnnlversally) than any other single segment of Hungin«iaTi society. This 
^oup, of ooursej^hhs one thing in oommon — the desire to regain^what it 

^^s to be rightfully its own ahd above all to diseetablish oolleotivism 
ana planned econonQr, 


factors stand outs • 


the land distribution program^ the following 




*■*. ^ to be distributed by preordained' pldn''6nd*l»aa to 

oe allotted in accordance with the number of members per family. The 
. • prooesa of distribution was ostenslKly premised upon fair and Impartial 

P^aetloe, there were so laany eases in which a 
single IndlT^dual (known to have been ah extra liberal), received much 
' memSr ^^**®^*' land than was meted out to a family of five, or six 

b. ^^one^wasjo be_given lese t^ one-half of one oadastrdl hold 


« — Wild , 

i47 aorej/. In surveying the 20 villages around Debrecen i 

the largest parcel of land allotted to any one individual or 

■W treses 1/: t- * ^ j ^ 


family was 15 cadastral holds. 

y©ers of land distribution the new Hungarian Sfeata did not 
distribute grazing lands which in former years vsre considered to be 
excellent pastoral areas. Such land was retained by the Sfcate: however, 
it was used in oommon by all farmers. 
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6* Host of the land ^ound Debi^roeii oould be classed as good agnloultiu^al 
lan4tf This posed a prgblfo^ x-oy those | [who surveyed the areas ■ i . i 

I ' .. ' , J^^e. ■ 

into .;Qehsiderat4pi\ the amount of non-produotlve or semi-productive soil 
and to include some of it with each parcel measured. 


7* 


[the lan d distribution of Hungary was a failure^,. | " _ '"1 . 

I ^ Jthe fact that those agricultural areas pf Hungry , 

which were once systematically fau:*ined and highly productive have* for the 
.past several years j>. show considerable decrease In yield. Yhis I I 

' is due to the fact that by - virtue of allocation of Hungarian 

agricultural lands to the proletariat p the industry suffers because this 
seg^iit of the population is not capable of farming and in many cases 
realise t^t they must In order, tp survive, | i a number of 

instances in which such recipients of land have leased them out and left 
•fpr .the -industrial, areas,,.- , . . . , , 


] -frienda state that they are thorcugbly diail lnpit nmfliri| 

ori'^d.cal ^ -fclie adjainlstraftipii,; Given the ppppntunltjr^ thejr would leave 
enjEaspe or phoii^d,a w^ oome,. they .wpuld definite]^ welcome the 
to carry .arms to regain thelj? former I I 
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